
Fire Safety Code

Board of Appeal & Review

Minutes of the 10-26-10 hearing

The Rhode Island Fire Safety Code Board of Appeal & Review met at

their headquarters located at 1 Regan Court, Varley Building #46, in

Cranston, RI on Tuesday, October 26, 2010 at 1:00 P.M.  Present were

Vice Chairman Newbrook and Commissioners Blackburn, Richard,

Jasparro, Dias and Walker.  Chairman Coutu and Commissioners

Filippi, Pearson, Jackson and Preiss were absent.  Also present were

Executive Director Thomas B. Coffey, Jr. and Deputy Director Carol

Marsella.  The following cases were heard.

APPEAL #100257:  RIDOT for the property located at 395 George

Washington Highway, Smithfield.  DSFM Wade Palazini appeared for

the State Fire Marshal’s Office.  The Board voted to grant the

applicant relief from installing a fire alarm system in this 8000 square

foot salt storage facility, there being no objection from the State Fire

Marshal’s Office.

APPEAL #100169:  Little Compton School Department, for the

property located at 28 Commons, Little Compton.  ADSFM Randall

Watt appeared for the Little Compton Fire Marshal’s Office.  The

Board voted unanimously to approve the Applicant’s plan of action

for this facility.



 APPEAL#080210, 080211, 080212, 080213, 080214, 080215, 080216,

080217, 080258:  East Providence School Department, for the schools

located at 2680 Pawtucket Avenue, 640 Bullocks Point Avenue, 101

Legion Way, 60 Bart Drive

261 Grosvenor Avenue, 179 Forbes Street, 25 Orlo Avenue, 75 Fort

Street and 2000 Pawtucket Avenue.  ADSFM Oscar Elmasian, ADSFM

James Bellamy and ADSFM Robert Powers appeared for the East

Providence Fire Marshal’s Office.  Commissioner Walker recused

himself from consideration of these cases.  The Board voted

unanimously to approve the Applicant’s plan of action for code

compliance for the East Providence Public Schools.  If the bond issue

authorizing money for code compliance slated for voter approval in

November does not pass, the Applicant is to return before the Board

in January 2011 with an alternate plan of action for code compliance.

APPEAL #100252:  East Providence School Department for the

property located at 101 Legion Way, East Providence.  ADSFM Oscar

Elmasian, ADSFM James Bellamy and ADSFM Robert Powers

appeared for the East Providence Fire Marshal’s Office. 

Commissioner Walker recused himself from consideration of this

case.  The Board voted unanimously to approve the Applicant’s

request for permission to install a chair lift in a stairwell at the school,

and granted a variance for dimensional relief associated with the

handrail installation.



APPEAL #100225:  Loggia Luce Moderna #1112, for the property

located at 99 Hicks Street in East Providence.  ADSFM Oscar

Elmasian, ADSFM James Bellamy and ADSFM Robert Powers

appeared for the East Providence Fire Marshal’s Office. 

Commissioner Walker recused himself from consideration of this

case.  The Board voted to allow the Applicant to open the kitchen/bar

area of this facility and to submit fire alarm plans to the East

Providence Fire Marshal’s Office prior to November 23, 2010.  There is

to be no dining in the lower level of this facility.  The Applicant is

directed to return to the Board on November 23, 2010 with his

comprehensive plan of action for code compliance in this facility.

APPEAL #100231:  Mr. Antonio Rodrigues, for the property located at

535 North Broadway, East Providence.  ADSFM Oscar Elmasian,

ADSFM James Bellamy and ADSFM Robert Powers appeared for the

East Providence Fire Marshal’s Office.  Commissioner Walker

recused himself from consideration of this case.  The Board voted

unanimously to grant the Applicant a time variance of six (6) months

in which to install a sprinkler system in this facility, with the East

Providence Fire Marshal’s Office having the authority to extend that

time for good faith efforts being shown by the Applicant. 

APPEAL #100226:  OSCR, Inc., for the property located at 1289 South

Broadway, East Providence.  A representative of the State Fire

Marshal's Office was also in attendance.  Commissioner Walker

recused himself from consideration of this case.  The Board granted



the Applicant a time variance until December 31, 2010 in which to

make the necessary corrections to this facility, in order to bring it into

compliance with the fire code, at the direction and to the satisfaction

of the State Fire Marshal’s Office.

APPEAL #100227:  OSCR, Inc., for the property located at 71 Almy

Avenue, Warren.  A representative of the State Fire Marshal’s Office

was also in attendance.  The Board directed the Applicant to make the

necessary corrections within the time frame afforded to the

state-owned/operated facilities through the blanket variance.

APPEAL #100228:  OSCR, Inc., for the property located at 18 Nicolas

Lane, Warwick.  A representative of the State Fire Marshal’s Office

was also in attendance.  The Board granted a variance to allow the

Applicant to install an exterior horn strobe engineered to operate only

in an emergency, which could be locked out for a drill.  The Applicant

is granted a time variance of thirty days to present a plan of action to

the State Fire Marshal’s Office for the installation of such a device as

well as for the correction of any additional deficiencies located in the

facility, and an additional 150 days in which to implement that plan.

Old business:  

The Board voted to approve the subcommittee’s recommendations

for the Portsmouth cases heard on October 21, 2010.



A subcommittee of the Board voted to approve the Applicant’s plan of

action for the correction of deficiencies within the property located at

150 Chestnut Street in Providence.  The full Board will vote on the

subcommittee’s recommendations at its next meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Marsella


